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TMFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT (IDS) 

MS Amendment 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, V A 22313-1450 
Sir: 

Pursuant to 37 CFR 1.56, 1.97 and 1.98, the attention of the Patent and Trademark 
Office is hereby directed to the references listed on the attached PTO/SB/08. It is 
respectfully requested that the information be expressly considered during the 
prosecution of this application, and that the references be made of record therein and 
appear among the "References Cited" on any patent to issue therefrom. 

This Information Disclosure Statement accompanies the new patent application 
submitted herewith. 

A copy of each non-U.S. patent reference on the PTO/SB/08 is attached. 



Birch, Stewart, Kolasch & Birch, LLP 
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A P plicationNo,NotYetAssigned Docket No, 5000-0119PUS1 

FR-A1- 2 784 381 corresponds to US-B1-6,242,451; EP-A2-0 071 792 corresponds 
to US-A-4,567,263; WO-A2-02/ 50077 corresponds to US-A1-2004/0097522; and WO-A1- 
02/094020 corresponds to US-A1-2002/ 0198222. 

Those documents which are marked with a double asterisk (**) next to the Cite 
No. in the attached form PTO/SB/08 (facsimile) are not supplied because they were 
previously cited by or submitted to the Office in a prior application number 
PCT/EP2003/012276, filed November 4, 2003. 

A concise explanation of relevance of the items listed on form PTO/SB/08 is in 
the form of an English language copy of a Search Report from a foreign patent office, 
issued in a counterpart application, which refers to the relevant portions of the 
references. 

In accordance with 37 CFR 1.97(g), the filing of this Information Disclosure 
Statement shall not be construed to mean that a search has been made or that no other 
material information as defined in 37 CFR 1.56(a) exists. In accordance with 37 CFR 
1.97(h), the filing of this Information Disclosure statement shall not be construed to be 
an admission that any patent, publication or other information referred to therein is 
"prior art" for this invention unless specifically designated as such. 
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• JC13ReTdPCT/PT0 2 7 APR 2003 

Application No, Not Yet Assigned Docket No, 5000-0119PUS1 

It is submitted that the Information Disclosure Statement is in compliance with 
37 CFR 1.98 and the Examiner is respectfully requested to consider the listed references. 

If necessary, the Commissioner is hereby authorized in this, concurrent, and 
future replies, to charge payment or credit any overpayment to our Deposit Account 
No. 02-2448 for any additional fees required under 37 C.F.R. § 1.16 or under § 1.17; 
particularly, extension of time fees. 

Dated: April 27, 2005 




irew D. Meikle 
Registration No, 32,868 
BIRCH, STEWART, KOLASCH & BIRCH, LLP 
8110 Gatehouse Rd 
Suite 100 East 
P.O. Box 747 

Falls Church, Virginia 22040-0747 
(703) 205-8000 
Attorneys for Applicant 
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Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are 
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PTO/SB/08a/b (08-03) 
Approved for use through 07/31/2006. OMB 0851 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a vahd OMB control number. 
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Application Number 
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Cite 
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Document Number 
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US-5.986.135-A 



US-6.242.451-B1 



US-4.567.263-A 



US-2004/0097522-A1 
US-2002/0198222-A1 



Publication Date 
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11-16-1999 



01-05-2001 



01-28-1986 



05-20-2004 



12-26-2002 



Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 



Pfrengle et al. 



Pees 



Eicken et al. 



Gebauer et al. 



Bruns et al. 
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FHRFIfiN PATENT DOCUMENTS 
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Cite 
No. 1 
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WO-98/46608-A1 



BB* 



Foreign Patent Document 



Country Code 3 -Number-Kind Code 5 ftf known] 



FR-2 765 875-A1 



Publication 
Date 
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